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HE

'RUSSIAN FRONT

Czecho-Slovak Intervention Recon-
stitutes Both Political and Military
Barriers to German Aggression in

- By W. L. McPherson

Copght. 1018, by Tive Tribune Assoviation (New York Tribiune)

HE re-creation of an Eastern: fur reducing the rest of Russia, 9i

front is not an empty dream. beria included, to a condition of

T

view the situation too narrowly—

It seems so only to those who

fromi  the strictest military |

and

angle.
The Eastern front can be recom-

one military,

stituted 10 bwo senses
the other political and ps_whnlo,.fs:i(:al.'
A new front of the seeond sort would
ve well wortli the effort to estalilish
it. even thourh a new front of thel
first sort may be beyvond present
possibilities
Cannot Expect
Great Armies Again

Wz eannot expect, of course, to
see Russia put such armies in the
field as she mobilized in 1914 and
maintained in 1915, 1916 and a part
of 1017—from the Baltic Sea to thei
Rumanian border. In all that period
Ruseia more than offset the military
power of Austria- Hungary. She
would have overrun the Hungarian
plafns and possibly marched to the
gates of Vienna had not Germany, |
besides defending her own Eastern
frontier, gone to Austria-Hungary'’s
aid in Galicia and in the Carpa-
thians, Russia absorhed the ghock
of Austrian power and a large part
of the shock of German power
through the early wears of the war.
She saved France by tieing up Ger-
man rescurces and gave Great Brit-
ain time to create the Kitchener ar-
mies.

The Allies cannat look to her ncw;
o repeat the opportune East Prus-
dan and Galician offensives of 1914,

Or 1o repeat the great Brusiloff of-
finsive of 1916, which temporarily
wrecked Austria-Hungary's Eastern
urmies and cut short the first Aus-
ro-Hungarian assault on Italy. Ner
can the Entente Powers themselves
indertake to man a new line from
Riga to the Bukovina. At this stage
of the war a military deecision must
ho sought on the Western front. The
way to Berlin lies over the Rhine,
the Vistula. Yet any re-
eanstitution of a Russian front which

not over

will draw more German forces east
and keep them there will help to end
the war by making the Allied march
across the Meuse, the Rhine and the
Elbe swifter and easier.

Must Threaten
Germany From Rear

What 1= needed—and what 1s now
practicable—is the reestablishment
of an Eastern front, political and
psychological in character, with suf-l
ficient military backing to compel a
reshifting of German troops east-
ward, Russia must become again a
threat to the GGerman rear. And she |
threat

through a national reorganization,

tan become such a only
{tllowing Allied intervention.

In since the Brest-
Litovex theaty was signed Russia
She has

|
fad only a shadow of central gov-

the months

1as ceated to be a nation.

ermment. Her territory has shrunk

like Balzac's Magie Skin.

At Brest-Litovsk won Kuhlmann
and von Czernin played on the cre-
dutite

Uty

and folly of the Bolshevists.

They rudely dismembered the an-

tent Romanoff empire, Lenine and
Trotzky looking on with fatuous
tumplacercy.

tind

Hon" elauses of the treaty, the bulk

Giermany took, under

the

ngenuous “self - determina-

f Western Russia- Finland, Lithu-
the
=he gave three Trans-
to Turkey.
bt

Livonia

4nia, Courlznd, Poland and
Ckraine
RBUCAN AN povernments

Later,  wivhout any warrant
force yhe stripped Russia of
tnd Exthonin, Carelia, the Crimea
ind the whole northern Black Sea
28t She allotted Heszarabia to!
Rutaania,

Kaiser Expected Both
Supplies and Recruits

In all this territory — the most
“pulous and the most highly devel- |
ed industrially in the former R')-;
Manof! Empire up a

{““"ﬂ'lﬂn overlordihip. (Germany he-
an gy unee Vg @

terlin set

xploit its resources

t".‘-brr “wn benefit and to lay plans |

of Vladivostok.

portationi to the Pacific Coast,
Germany could have read the future

through
mained there.
aver that port,

cently

economic dependency. Tt was her

| purpose, undoubtedly, to recruit her

armies with conseripts furnished by
the puppet states she had established
in Western Russia,

15

In Finland she

now demanding  th

T

Finnish
troops shall qttack the Allied forees

which have heen landed on the Kola

peninsula and at Archanee!,

The gpovernment at
Moscow has been a pliant German
tool.

Bolshevist

It made no resistance to the inva-
sion of Southern Russia. It eeded
Carelia to the Finns. I'our months
i#go German domination of Russia
seemed assured. There was no or-

ganized power anywhere capable of

It surrendered the Baltic fleet. |

disputing Lenine's policy of national

dismemberment and suicide or

checking German penetration to and |

beyvond the Urals.
Accident Gives
Allies a Chance

But a pure accident saved Russia,
Qut of a clear sky came the Czecho-
Slovak

intervention. History con-

tains no more romantic or dra-
matic episode than the sudden trans-
formation wrought in the Russian
situation by the chance interposition
of these Austro-Hungarian ex-pris-
oners of war. Their adventure is a
chronicle more stirring than the

March to the Sea of Xenophon's Ten

| Thousand.

The Czecho - 8lovaks had gladly
surrendered to Brusilof and had
subsequent]y the
Peace left them in an em-
barrassing situation. They could not

#fford to be exchanged as prizoners.

entered Russian

ranks.

They were no longer prisoners, but

rebels, They demanded an oppor-
tunity to get out of Russia by way
Most of them sur-
rendered their arms. The Rolshevik

government promised them trans-

If

she would

their way.

have specded them on

Germany Barred
Retreat From Russia

But Germany didi't want 1o let
themn escape to join the Allied armies
in France and Italy, German influ-
erce with the Bolshevists was exert-
ed to stop them on their wav through
Siberia. Despite Lenine's Prumises,
they were held up and attacked at
various poinis on the Siberian rail-

road. To protect themselves they

routed and disarmed the Red (Juards
who attempted

to interfere with

them. Then they seized the Siberian

railroad. A few of them had got
to  Vladivostok and
They eventually took

The rest, scattered
between the Urals and Lake Bai-
kal, extended their hold on the Si.
berian system until they held it
practically from Irkutsk to the Ural
Mountains,

re-

Few Men Hove Done
Miraculous Work

The strength of the (zecno-Sio-
vaks has been estimated at from 50—
000 ta 120,000, Probably there have
bheen less than 80,000 of them under
arms. But they have done a work

which looks miraculous.  Having

cleared the Siberian line from Lake
Baikal to the Urals, they have re-

marched west into Russia

proper and established themsclves

on the line of the Volga River. le-

nine and Trotzky have sent armies

against them. But they have held
their own everywhere through their
digeipline, high intelligenece as sol-
diers  and extraordinary courage
kvery Crecho-Slovak

patriot.

i an' ardent
He is fighting for the liber-
ation of his race —for the realization
of a dream whuicl his people have

cherished for centuries.

Germans

The Czecho-Slovak army has main- |

tained 1teelf in Siberin and Russim

beeause L has never einshed with

It does

resnecls

the bulk of the population,
It

rob oppress the people,

AT WORK

IN RUSSIA
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against the
Austrian,

Red Guards and

Hungarian (jerman
prisoners who have joined the Bol-
sheviste, In and

mast of Siberia the Bolshevjst rule

and

Eastern Russia
has heen tacitly or openly repudi-
ated,  The Czecho - Slovaks merely
assist friendly communitios to set up
self-government.

Allies Slow to

Realize Opportunity

Without their fortuitous interpo-
sition Russia would have leen hope-

lessly lost to the Allies. Either the

would huave exercised a

completer and completer control

through a puppet Soviet dictatorship

wonild
The Al-
lied powers were slow to realize the

at Moscow or the country

have lapsed into anarchy.

value of the Czecho-Hlovak achieve-
ment.  They had despaired of Rus-
But the spectacular sueccess of
of

anti-German-

sla.

these marooned representatives

anti-Bolshevism and

ism at last stirred the Entente to

action.
Tuo relieve them dnd to secure
Ltheir communications with the Pa-

citic and with the Arctic had hecome
an Allied moral ebligation.  Japan
was evidently willing to go to their
reseur,  But unfortunately the Uni-
ted States balked for a long time at
like

anvthing which looked mili-
tary effort

legred Moseow government.

i
antagonistic tie al
The or-
ganization of

the Austrian, Hunga-

vian and German prisoners of war
through Gernian influence and their
employment to fight the Czecho-Slo-
vaks finally compelled Allirid action.
Teuton, Prisoners
Mostly Far East

Military policy all the

Allied powers to protect the Czecho-

Lofuires

Slovaks from Lo

prevent the escape from Siberia of

enemy forcos angd
ex-prisoners who wouli join Lthe ene-
niy's: ranks,
of the

German ex-prisoners are in Hastern

Fortunately, the hulk

Austrian, Hungarian and
Siberia, where they have as=imilited
with themselves the remaining Red
the

Thesze forces can ba isolated

iuards and warst convict ele-

ments.
by o movement through Manchuria
tor Chita, cast of Lake Baikal, where
the unfinished Amur River branch
of the

eastern

siberian railroad joins the

Chinese hranch. They can
be bottled up in Eastern Siberia and
dealt with at leisure.

Refore the Czecho-Slovak advent
ure came Lo a head the Allied pro-
JETRITI Russin

in cartemplated

nothing more than landings i Viadi
Kol

sLOres

vostok and on the Pennsala

ta protect military furnished

to the pre Soviel governments agd

atil] side-tracked there,  Marines

were disembarked both at Viadivos- |

Yol and at the terminal of the Mur-
mansk raleowl.

bt 'JL':;'H the (Creecho-Sloyval sues
and e rapud decline of So-
It

hiss been found practicable to friter

viet power g wider vista opened.

the

sin from German domination and to!

arouse a degire, both in what is left
of Russia and in the western and
southern provinces annexed by Ger-
teany, to drive the Germans back
again  within their

own Dborders.

Every Germanized
perhaps, excepted—is sick of Ger-
man arrogance and rapacity, A new
Russia, freed, nationalized and in-
vigorated, would become an agent for
the liberation of the lost Caucasus
provinees, the Crimea, the Ukraine,
Poland, Lithuania, Courland, Livenia
and Esthonia. The Germans would
be thrown everywhere on the defen-
sive,
their

Fastern frant to retain them,

They would have to renounece

congquests or create a new

Have Entered Russia
At Many Points
The Allies have now entered Rus-

The
(zecho-Slovaks hold Viadivostok and

sian territory at many points,

sonie territory west of it toward the
Ussurt River

Transsiberian line west of Lake
Buikal all the v'-'u}' ta the Urals.
West of the Urals they have ad-
viniced to the upper Volga River.
French, Britizsh, American and Jap-
ancse detachments have
Viadivostak, where they will operate
to clear the railroa® west to the Chi-
nese border and Lo contain and capt-
yre the Teuton ex-prisoners and Red
whn the Siberian

Liuards control

maritime province,

The main force of the Japanese,
with Chinese auxiliaries, 1s probably
moving up threugh Manchuria from
Port Arthur.
Iy, to strike from the northwestern
Manchurian border for Chita and
then clear the railroad west to Lake
Haikal Irkutsl.

[otee (reneral

and A Russian

under Semenoff has
pwice tried to invade Siberia from
has
driven back by the Bolshevists.

and been
But

Red Guards and their Teuton

Manchuria twice
the
issociates are not likely to make a
serious stand against trained Japan-
vee troops. The purely military dif-
ficulties of an expedition to Chita
ind Lake Baikal are not creat. But
transport and supply “may make
seme trouble after the cold weather
sets 1.

(Czecho-Slovaks'
Rear Will Be Safe

When and Irkutsk .are
reached the first purpose of the Si-
relief expedition will Have
hoen accomplished.  The rear of the
Czechp-8l ks will be A
line of retreat to the Pacific through
WMinchoria will be opened for them,
i ense it hecomes desirable for them
tre head apain for the BEast,

Chita

herinn

secured.

From

It intends, apparent- |

state—Finland,

| able,
They also held the

lquestion

reached l

|
ern Siberia for several months past, | Amnr

The second purpose of the Siberian
expedition will be to round up the
Teuton ex-prisoners in Hastern Si-
beria, Iast of Chita the unfinizhed
Amur River branch of the Siberian
railroad turns hortheast, following
the line of the Shilka River until the
latter empties into the Amur., This
uncompleted vailroad, the Shilka and
the Amur rivers are the main line of
communication between the Province
of Aum, the Bolshevist stronghold,
and Trans-Baikalia.

Bolshevists Along
the Chinese Border

From the Amur strong Bolshevist
contingents made their way into the
Trans-Paikal province. They for-
merly held Irkutsk, across the lake,
but were driven out early this sum-
mer by the Czecho-Slovaks, They new
bar the way to an Allied advance
from the Chinese horder. If defeat-

ed they will have to retire down the !

Amur railroad line, the Shilka and
the Amur rivers, on the last of which
there are many river vessels avail-
How far the Allies intend to
pursiue them in that direction iz a
of  military expediency
solely.

At present the Red Guards are rel-
atively strong in numbers, hut they
probably have Little artillery and are
under lax discipline. The (zecho-
Slovaks, so far as they have come
into cantict with these forces, both
in Trans-Baikalia and in and ahout
Viadivostok, have killed the
mans,  Austrians and Hungarians
and disarmed the Russians. The pol-
iey of disarming the Russians will
probably be failowed. The Teuton ex-
prisoners who surrender will be in

(rer-

‘terned in Japan

Forces in Control
Along the Ussun

The Czecho-Slovaks and the other
Allied forces in Viadivestok are now
in contact with the Amur Belshevists
and their auxiliaries in the Ussum
River region, west of Viadivestok.

The Siberian railroad runs west from |

the Pacific to the Ussuri and there
joins a branch line coming down
from the Amur. The northern ter-

‘minus of this branch is Khabarovsk.

from this town,

I =hevists

Iekurtelk west to the Urals, !

through Tomsk and Omsk, there i-“.

nn ohstacle at present to an exten-
sion of the Allied line,

shevist government, swhich has de-
clared its independence of Russin.
There Caecho-Slovak
ments ol the principal rallway cen-
tre<. working in harmony with the
lienl authorities,

Are detach-

This country |
Vis under the control of an anti-Bol-

jmouth of the Amur.

Just north of the Ussuri junction is
Nikolskoye. The Red (Guards came
down the railroad line in ferce and
occupied Nikolskaye. They intended
to cut the Chinese Eastern Railroad
between the Ussuri and the Manchu-
rian frontier: The Czecho-Slovalks
tiiarched west from Viadivostok early
this summer and ejected the enemy
But they have been
hard put to hold their own against
MOore numerous enemy forces gath-
ered an the line of the U7

Last Friday Tokio announceid that
Japunese troops had advanced he-
vond Nikolskoye. Lieutenant Gener:
al Otani ig beginning to got the sit-
uvation in hand.

In the narrew section near the
Pacitic Coast a round-up of the Bok
and Teuton preisoners
maore practicable.  Communications
rorth are good and the Allies, if they
march to the
Amur and, proceeding up it, occupy
Blagoveschenk. That extin-
guish the Holshevist movenient in
the East. The Japanese, as a pre-
d Niko-
at the
port is

AFT

i

cared to do so, could

would

caution, have already =
ltevsk, on the Pacifie Coa
This

L about 700 miles north of Viadivostok.

No fighting has | But f
* x Y. ] S 1 P
the local governments and wars only | vene in a militiry way to {ree Rus- heen reported in Central and “oat.-]manume provinee and along the

for a suecessful campaign in the

a vonsiderable Allied force

will be needed.

The Allied have established them-

at two other points in Asiatic
ia. The British have recentiy
dispatehed small contingents to
Bokhara and Baku., Both these
operations are defensive in charae-
After the treaty Brest-
Litovsk was signed all Middle Asia
seemed to lie open to Germany. The
Germans  theught themselves.
They believad they had found 2 new
route to India. The “Berlin to Bag-
dad" slogan was dropped. Buagdad
was in British hands. The German
public found a new watchword of
empire. It was "Berlin to Bokhara,"
Bekhara lies close to the northern-
rmost projection of India, and an al-
ternative route south lies through
Fersia and Afghanistan,

British First
To Reach Bokhara

The British, however, have heaten
the Germans to Bokhara.
haran province is probably loosely
attached to the new independent
government of Turkestan, which is
anti-Bolshevist. But conditions are
unsettled, The British expedition,
composed of East India troops, came
up through Baluchistan and Eastern
Perzia.

tess of

=0

The new Persian government seems
to have turped away from Turkey
and  the Pan-Turanian agitators,
Sinee Russia disappeared and (ireat
Britain annulled the partition of
Persia with Russia into “spheres of
influence” relations between Tehe-
ran and Londen have become more
cordial. With Persia's active or pas-
sive good will the British ean main-
tain a force in Bokhara, protecting
the Bokharan railroad and guarding
the nerthern approaches to India.

Persia also put no obstacles in the
way of the second British expedition
—across her northwestern provinees

—from Mesopotamia to Baku. Last
snring, when the right wing of the
dritish army in Mesopotamia was
making rapid progress up the Tigris
and east of the Tigris toward Masul,
Turkish force—mostly Kurds—
moved from Lake Van ints North-
western Persia with the apparent
intention of working down on the
right flank of the advancing British.
The Turks reached Lake Ururiah,
but got no further.

Now British troops—a small hidy,

a

naturally — have passed through
Northwestern Persia from the Ti-
cris, taken ship at Engzell. on the

Sea, and dicembarked ot

Allies Aid Bolshevist
Forces at Baku

Baku is the terminus of the rail-
road atross Transcaucasia from Ba-
tum, on the Black Sea. At Hrest-
Litovak Ruszsia surrendered to Tur-
key the districts of Kars, Erivan and
Batum. The Turks had to fight to
et possession of them, for the Ar-
menian population resisted and the
independent: governments set up in

LA
thie

rezt of the Cducasus were hos-
Turkey finaly got possession of
greater part of the three

the dis-

brivds, 1
But Turkish ambitions didn't stop
there. The Pan-Turanian agitators
wanted to open a road inte Bokhara
and Turkestan. Turkish treaps have
teen tryving for some time ty take
Baku, the chiefl west shore port of
the Caspian and the centre of a
great oil trade. Control of Baku,

The Bok-

With a Little Help From the Entente
New Power Will Cause Reshifting
of Men From Western Front and |
Make Passage of Rhine Easier

with its shipping, means control of |

“the idea of trying to establish an
the Caspian.

| Eastern front in Russia with a little
Armenians ana Bolshevists joined ! handful of Americans is simply ri-
L'i:(u:pus"'

e R LT P T TR

in opposing the Turkish invasion of
mastern Transcaucasia. They have
defended Baku and the British expe-
118 cobperating with them. Baku
i5 also the key to the control of the
trans - Caspian railroad, running
cast from the Caspian Sea into Tur-
kestun, and of the routes into North-
eqstern Persia.

With a4 st

alza he usod

icient force Baku could
s basze for Operations
up the Volea River:
Slovaks hold the upper Volga,
the 1o a
Cossacks; who are strongly anti-Bol-
A
tizecho-Sloyvaks b mude along
this Lat it A
precatrious route, far inferior to the
route across
tion of Bakn is. therefore, probably
4 prely precautiondry measure—
l:ke the oceupation of Bokhara.

Allies Hold Base
On Arctic Coast

There vemaing the Allied expedi-
tion into Northern Mur-
mansk, the iee-free porton the Kola

Czpcho-
Be-

il

The

tween the Volga ar

re

shevist, with the

conmection

.'|'-|].-'

line. would be tang,

Siberia,

The oceupn

Russia,

peninsula, was the chief entny point
of Allied supplies for Ru

Russia

1 when
t war with Germany.
The Allies
teok pussession of the Murmansk lit-
toral and  Trotzky
turned Russia over to the (ermans.
Thew had to protect the vast quanti-
ties of material stored there.

WS

i

Archangel e second.

after Lenine

The Murmansk railroad and coast
were aleo threatened by the Finn,
acting under German instructions
As chans spread in Russia the Allieg
fortes in the north were iI'll‘.‘!‘i.‘HSi"t
iritish, American and French ma '
rines were pasily landed there, gince
the Kola peninsula 1s enly a relative-
ly short distance from the base of
the Allied fleets north of Seotland.
The Finnish - German expedition to
seize the railroad has not yet mate
rialized. The Finns do net want to
fight the Allics, although Germany
has compelled Lenine to cede Carelin
to Finland as 4 bait for Finnish am-
bitions;

Recently the Allies also landed at
Archangel, where a pro-Ally inde-
pendent government has been set up
and a new state has been proclaimed,
embracing several of the northern
Ruszian provinees, The Bed Guard
forees in Archangel have retreated
down the

riatlrogd

toward Vologda,
the junction point of the Archange
line: with a line running west to
The Allies have pursued
the Reil Guards 100 miles down the
Archangel-Vologda railway to Pa-
bareshkaia, where they have been
held up. They are in a friendly
country, however, and ought to le
able to reach Vologda: if sufficientls
reinforeed,

Reds Fail to Break
Line of the Volga

Petrograd,

From Vologda the Arvchangel rail-
tead continues south to Yaroslav.
This ity was the centre of an anti-
Bolshevist couple of
months ago. The Bolshevists retook
it after hard fighting. From Yaro-
the railroad turns southeast
through Kovroff and Nijni-Novgorod
(the great Eastern Russia trade
centre) to Russayevka, from which
hranches racdiate to Kazan, Simbrinsk
and Samara. Volga River towns
which are held by the Czecho-Slo-
Thus another line of commu-
nication with the Uzecho-Slovaks can
ie established by way of Archangel.
The Volga River line from Kazan
 Simbirinsk and Samara-—about 200
miles in length—represents the Cgze-

uprizing a

slav

VAKS,

cho-Slovaks' western front, They
H other towns eastward to the
Urals. Butin this r region fight-

g has died out, as it has in West-
T'he peopie are living
der practically autonomous local
gnvernments,

Withi

priny shieria.

n the last six weeks the Mos-

viet oy

arnment
making desperate effp
But #evdn

own ¢onfession th

heern

¢ the

Viplpa ling ne's

e Red (juzrds have
f.’i\’l.'

rel

lieen
{rzerhy
le Soviet troo

471 ]

NOTY uetant thi

1o

The anly dependa-
are the Le

. 3who

Ympa-

SEem have pro-German s

thies.
Few Anti-Bolshevists
Among Don Cossacks

In the [fon Cossack territory there
are =ome anti-Bolsh

tiley are pooriy organ

t forces, but

ed and have
maove-
- Jiro-
Ao

The

aks are about 500 miles

undertaken no  aggressive
ments. In a way, however, the
tect the southern flank of the (
Slovak ar in Russia proper.
[ lzecho-51
east of Moscow.

General March was emphatically
right when he said the other day that !

Intervention in Russia
would be ridiculous if the United
States alone were to undertake it.
But it has behind it the military
strength of all the Western Allies. Tt
has also the nierit of employing for
the first time since the fall of Kiao-
Chau the untouched strength of Ja-
pan. It alse emplovs to some extent

the resources of China.

Chance Justifies
Allied Intervention

Far its own hmited purposes Al-
lied intervention is fully justified on
military as well as political grounds.
It tukes a chance on the establizh
ment of a new front of collision with
Germany —a grandiose idea, but not
half so grandiose as the ventura
which the Czecho-Slovaks have dem-
onstrated to be entirely practieable,

The Czecho-Slovaks had the faith
which moves mountains. And they
did move mountains,

In the main, however, and for the
present the Allied front in Russia—
a country of magnificent distances—
must be largely a moral front. Tt
could not stand if it were not. It
“presents a purpose—self-interest-
o of course, but renuine—to put the
an nation again on its feet. The
Allies do not want to conquer Russia.
They want to save her. In so far as

1
(4

| that purpose becomes clear to those

Russians who «till hope for national
regeiieration, native eooperation will
nnidoubtedly foliow. The great mass
of the Russians apparently care little
about the form of government under
which they live. But they are begin-
ning to have & real desire for the
return of order and economir sta-
YHility. They recognize in a VAU
way, moreover, that Germany and
Germany's Bolshevist tools have com-
mitted a ghastly eritne against Rus-
sia and Slavdom. The new Russia,
whatever else it is, will be anti (Ger-
man.

Would at east
Resist Germans

Whether a new government, pro-
Ally and nationalistic in character,
would reenter the war, is an obscure
problem. But it would resist (Ger-
man penetration at every point. It
would try to recover the Russian
Black Sea fleet. 1t would try to re
gain the Urimea (which Turkey cov-
ctsi and the Black Seacoast, which
Germany holds by no warrant but
It would try to reunite
the dismembered parts of the empire.
It might go further and denounce
the aniquitous Brest-Litovsk treaty,
thus putting Germany on notice that
lier possession of the lnst Western
rrovinees will terminate as soon as
Germany's ability to hold them by
forve vanishes,

the swaord.

liermany is in the same position
with her military conquests as Na-
poleon. His rule was propped up hy
vonets.  Wherever the hayonets
were withdrawn the imperial struet-
ure crumbled.

{EES

S the conguered Russian depend-
encies are now a peril rather than an
zsset 1o Germany. She has ruthless-
lv exploited Poland and the Ukraine.
She is trving to conscript the Finns.
she is ordering the Lithuanians and
the pecple of the Baltic states ta
raise armies for “domestic defence’
—that is, against Russia. But ar-
mies which are raised in Lithuania,
(nurland, Livonia and Esthonia
would be no longer of use to Ger-
many if a new Eastern front gshould
be created. They would turn against
their conguerors and oppressors as
Napoleon's foreign contingents did
whenever they had the chance.

Ukraine Already
Revolts Against Huns

The Ukraine is already in revolt
against (German tyranny. Poland is
smouldering with A

L

disaffection.

tlonalized Russia, re-¢reated

« would inevitably lead

1o attemy

I the several provinces

to attam freedom through Russian
and  Allied sistance.  Germany
might not to face on a new

Fastern front two or three millions

of soldiers—armies like those of the
(irand Duke Nicholas or Brusiloff.
But she woulid have to face the sullen

stility of millions of Slav subjects,
uger to be free and ready to strike
for freedom as soon as the grip of
German military ceeupation began te

relax.

There can, therefore, easily be a
new moral and psychological Eastern
front, which, if the war lasts a year
longer, may suddenly change into a
real military front, For Germany
Russia is becoming a quicksand. She
cannot draw out., Yet if she stays
she will be gradually engulfed and

suffocated.



